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Racing Appeals & Disciplinary Board 

 

Date of Hearing: Friday, 10 June 2016 

Venue of Hearing: Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation 
   49 Elizabeth Street, Richmond, Victoria 
 

Panel:  Mr. T D O’Connor (Deputy Chairman) and Mr. David Gleeson 
(Member) 

 

Name of Person Charged: Mr. Douglas Blake 
Town:  Rupanyup 
Date:  21 July 2015 

GAR No:  Greyhound Australasia rules (‘GAR”) 106 (1) (c) and Local Rule 
42.1  

 

Offences Charged: Mr. Douglas Blake at Rupanyup on 21 July 2015 failed to keep 
greyhounds in his care in kennels complying with standards 
approved by the Controlling Body namely Greyhound Racing 

Victoria and failed to keep those kennels in a clean and sanitary 
state (Charge 1) and further kept greyhounds on that date in a 
manner which was dangerous or detrimental to the health and 

safety of such greyhounds (Charge 2).  
 
     

REPORT: 
 
Following an inspection by Mr. Arthur Evans the GRV Animal Welfare Compliance Officer of 

Mr. Blakes kennels conducted on 21 July 2015 the Stewards commenced an inquiry into 
matters arising from that inspection. Evidence was taken from material supplied by Mr. 
Evans and interviews with Mr. Blake and breeder Ms C Brookes. After considering the 

evidence Mr. Blake was charged with the two offences set out above. 
 
Breaches of GAR 106(1) (c) and Local Rule 42.1 are serious offences to be heard and 

determined by the GRV Racing and Disciplinary Appeals Board in the first instance as 
provided by Section 83M of the Racing Act 1958. 
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Dr. Brian Williams represented the Stewards Panel. 
 

Mr. Douglas Blake appeared on his own behalf and pleaded guilty to the charge.  
 
DECISION: 

 
1. Mr. Douglas Blake is a registered greyhound trainer. He is also a breeder of 

greyhounds. He has many years’ experience. 

 

2. Mr. Adam Evans is the GRV Animal Welfare Officer. He has had many years experience 

in matters relating to the welfare of animals generally and, in recent times greyhounds 

specifically. One of Mr. Evans functions is to inspect greyhound establishments to 

ensure compliance with GRV mandatory standards and animal welfare compliance. The 

Board takes notice that Mr. Evans often assists participants in reaching and 

maintaining compliance with standards. The industry is committed to a zero tolerance 

approach to matters of animal welfare. In November 2014 GRV published a set of 

guidelines as to penalty issues in the event of non- compliance. Although this Board is 

not bound by those guidelines it certainly informs itself by reference to them. 

 

3. 21 July 2015 was not a happy day for Mr. Evans. He attended Mr. Blakes premises at 

Lallat North Road Rupanyup. He observed that a number of greyhounds were 

’kennelled’ in a disused dog trailer. The trailer allowed limited room for movement, 

there was little bedding and no room for water. Mr. Blake advised Mr. Evans that dogs 

in his care had used the trailer as a kennel for 8 dogs for ‘about two days’. Mr. Evans 

was sceptical as to that time period but had no other evidence beyond his own 

observation and Mr. Blake’s advice to him. Generally, the trailer presented as unclean 

and unsanitary. A very sorry situation. Video footage, photographs and voice 

recordings were taken and provided to the Board. The video was confronting. The 

Board takes notice that keeping greyhounds in such a manner is potentially 

detrimental to their health. Even if the dog trailer could be considered a ‘kennel’ it was 

plainly non-compliant. Mr. Evans did give advice to Mr. Blake as to how his premises 

might be brought up to acceptable standards. Whilst this Board is concerned only with 

the state of affairs as at 21 July 2015 it must be noted that Mr. Evans made 

subsequent inspections to report and assist Mr. Blake. 

 

4. Mr. Blake’s position was that he agreed that the state of affairs on 21 July 2015 was 

‘totally unacceptable’ and that he had possibly taken on too many greyhounds and that 

matters had got out of control. 

 

5. In setting the penalty in this matter we take into account principles of general and 

specific deterrence, denunciation and the good name of the greyhound racing industry. 

General deterrence ranks highly as a message must be sent to participants that 

conduct similar to that of Mr. Blake cannot be tolerated. His failure to have regard to 
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his greyhounds’ welfare lets himself and the industry down. Further the Board 

expresses its denunciation for his behaviour on or about 21 July 2015. 

 

6. It is hoped that Mr. Blake has learned from the experience that gave rise to these 

charges. It is unlikely that this conduct will be repeated. We take into account his 

guilty plea, his co-operation with Mr. Evans and his lack of prior transgressions under 

the GAR and good character. We must also take into account the seriousness of the 

offences. Whilst there is no evidence before the Board as to specific welfare 

compromise that having regard to the state of the kennelling arrangements at Mr. 

Blake’s premises may have been fortuitous. 

 

7. As the two charges relate to the very same factual matrix the Board will make a finding 

of guilty in respect of each but impose penalty only on the more serious charge being 

the breach of Local Rule 42.1. In all the circumstances, the appropriate penalty is four 

months disqualification. In addition, a fine of $500 is imposed. The disqualification shall 

commence on 19 June 2016. Mr Evans generously offered to assist Mr. Blake in 

relocating his greyhounds mindful that matters of welfare are paramount. Having 

regard to this offer there was no need for this Board to consider imposing any 

extended relocation time pursuant to GAR 99 (3). In imposing penalty, the Board has 

had regard to the GRV Animal Welfare Guidelines published in 2014. Indeed, having 

regard to recent history in the animal welfare area and this particular matter some of 

those guidelines might be open to review particularly as to penalty in the more serious 

cases.  That is a matter for GRV. 

 
..................................................................End.......................................................... 

 

 
 

   

 


