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Racing Appeals & Disciplinary Board 

 

Date of Hearing: Monday, 13 May 2019 

Venue of Hearing: Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation 
   49 Elizabeth Street, Richmond, Victoria 
Panel:  Mr. Shane Marshall (Chairman), Ms. Gail Owen (Deputy Chairman) 

and Dr. Andrew Gould    
Name of Person Charged: Mr. Paul Galea    
Town:  St Albans   

Track:  Geelong   
Date:  1 January 2019  
GAR No:  83 (1A), 83 (2) and 84A (1) 

 
Offences Charged:  (1) Mr. Paul Galea administered or caused to be administered 

a prohibited substance to the greyhound ‘Azure Dragon’ prior to 

the Geelong meeting held on 1 January 2019. 
 
   (2) Mr. Paul Galea failed to present the greyhound ‘Azure 

Dragon’ free of any prohibited substance for an event at the 
Geelong meeting held on 1 January 2019. 

  

   (3) Mr. Paul Galea failed to provide his treatment records book 
when he produced them to GRV Investigative Steward Mr. 
Brayden Jinks on 6 February 2019.  

 
REPORT: 
 

Following advice from Racing Analytical Services Laboratory, the Stewards of Greyhound 
Racing Victoria conducted an investigation into the results of a post-race urine sample taken 
from the greyhound ‘Azure Dragon’ at the Geelong meeting held on 1 January 2019. 

 
During the investigation, Stewards received evidence from registered trainer Mr. Paul Galea, 
Mr. Paul Zahra (Racing Analytical Services Laboratory) and Dr. Steven Karamatic (GRV Chief 

Veterinarian). 
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After considering the evidence, Stewards charged Mr. Galea with breaches of Greyhounds 
Australasia Rules 83 (1A), 83 (2) and 84A (1) as detailed above, given that the post-race 

urine sample taken from the greyhound indicated the presence of the prohibited substances 
Lignocaine and 3-Hydroxylignocaine.  

 
Under Rule 47.1 of the Greyhound Racing Victoria Local Rules breaches of GAR83 (1A) and 

GAR83 (2) constitute Serious Offences and GAR84A (1) is a non serious offence. As a result 
on Monday, 13 May 2019 this matter was heard before the Racing Appeals and Disciplinary 
Board in the first instance under Greyhound Local Racing Rule 47.3 and Sections 83C(b) and 

83M(1) of the Racing Act. 
 
Mr. Paul Galea represented himself at the hearing.      

 
Mr. Andrew Cusumano GRV Senior Lawyer represented the Stewards Panel. 

 
Mr. Paul Galea pleaded guilty to the charges.   
 

DECISION: 
 

1. Mr. Paul Galea is a registered greyhound trainer and was at all material times the 

trainer of the greyhound “Azure Dragon”. Azure Dragon competed in and won race 9 

at Geelong on 1 January 2019. A post-race urine sample taken from the greyhound 

showed the presence of Lignocaine and its metabolite 3-Hydroxylignocaine.  

2. Stewards of Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) have charged Mr. Galea  with 

administering a prohibited substance to a greyhound which is detected in a sample 

from a greyhound which is presented for an event, contrary to Greyhounds Australasia 

Rule (“GAR”) 83 (1A). Stewards have also charged Mr. Galea under GAR 83 (2) with 

failing to present a greyhound for an event while not being free of a prohibited 

substance. There is a further charge under GAR 84A (1) for failing produce treatment 

records on request. Mr. Galea had pleaded guilty to the charges.  

3. Lignocaine is a pain relief medication. Amongst other things it is contained in a 

product called “Soor Burn” which is used to treat burns and itching in humans. Mr. 

Galea said that the Soor Burn container looked like Aeroguard and that he mistakenly 

sprayed it on the dog’s ears to treat flies. He realised his mistake before the Geelong 

race but didn’t check to see the ingredients of Soor Burn. 

4. When Stewards came to Mr. Galea’s property to conduct a kennel inspection he had 

no treatment book to show them. He had previously received a warning for not having 

a treatment book. 

5. Mr. Galea should have checked the ingredients of Soor Burn before the race and 

advised Stewards of his error. Instead he permitted Azure Dragon to race with a 

prohibited substance in its system.  
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6. In setting penalties we take into account general and specific deterrence and the 

importance of keeping a level playing field by maintaining a drug free industry.  

7. We are satisfied that Mr. Galea’s breach of GAR 83 (1A) was inadvertent but believe 

he was careless in his use of Soor Burn. On the charge under GAR 83 (1A) we impose 

a fine of $1,500, $500 of which is suspended pending no further breach of GAR 83 in 

the next 12 months. We impose no extra penalty for the breach of GAR 83 (2) which 

arises out of the same substratum of facts. We impose a penalty of $500 for the 

breach of GAR 84A (1). In addition, Azure Dragon is disqualified from race 9 at 

Geelong on 1 January 2019.   

 

..................................................................End.......................................................... 
 

 
 

   

 


