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Date of Hearing: Tuesday, 23 July 2019 
Venue of Hearing: Law Institute of Victoria, Level 13, 140 William Street, Melbourne 
Panel:  Ms. Gail Owen (Deputy Chairman), Mr. Phillip Davies and Dr. 

Andrew Gould        
Name of Person Charged: Mr. Jay Robinson 
Town:  Hazeldene 

Track:  Healesville     
Date:  18 January 2019 
GAR No:  83 (2) 

 
Offence Charged:  Mr. Jay Robinson failed to present the greyhound ‘Bring The 

Spring’ free of any prohibited substance for an event at the 

Healesville meeting held on 18 January 2019. 
       
REPORT: 

 
Following advice from Racing Analytical Services Laboratory, the Stewards of Greyhound 
Racing Victoria conducted an investigation into the results of the pre-race urine sample taken 

from the greyhound ‘Bring The Spring’ at the Healesville meeting held on 18 January 2019.  
 
During the investigation, Stewards received evidence from registered trainer Mr. Jay 

Robinson, Ms. Naomi Selvadurai (Racing Analytical Services Laboratory) and Dr. Steven 
Karamatic (GRV Chief Veterinarian). 
 

After considering the evidence, Stewards charged Mr. Robinson with a breach of Greyhounds 
Australasia Rule 83 (2) as detailed above, given that the sample taken from the greyhound 
indicated the presence of the prohibited substance Procaine.  

 
Under Rule 47.1 of the Greyhound Racing Victoria Local Rules a breach of GAR 83 (2) 
constitutes a Serious Offence. As a result on Tuesday, 23 July 2019 this matter was heard 

before the Racing Appeals and Disciplinary Board in the first instance under Greyhound Local 
Racing Rule 47.3 and Sections 83C(b) and 83M(1) of the Racing Act. 
 

Mr. Jay Robinson represented himself via telephone.   
 
Mr. Andrew Cusumano, GRV Senior Lawyer, represented the Stewards Panel. 
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Mr. Jay Robinson pleaded guilty to the charge. 
 

Ms. Naomi Selvadurai (Racing Analytical Services Laboratory) appeared as a witness via 
telephone.  
 

DECISION: 
 

1. Mr. Jay Robinson is a registered greyhound trainer and the trainer of the greyhound 

“Bring The Spring”. Bring The Spring competed in race 5 at Healesville on 18 January 

2019. A pre-race swab showed the presence of procaine.    

 

2. Stewards of Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) charged Mr. Robinson under 

Greyhounds Australasian Rule (“GAR”) 83 (2) for failing to present a  greyhound for 

an event whilst not being free of a prohibited substance.  

 

3. According to Dr. Karamatic, GRV’s Chief Veterinarian, procaine is a pain relief 

medication which is usually given to livestock. It is rapidly absorbed in greyhounds 

after feeding meat from livestock that has recently been treated with procaine. GRV’s 

feeding guidelines warn against the use of “unfit for human consumption meat” to 

racing greyhounds.  

 

4. Mr. Robinson has pleaded guilty to the offence. He said that he sourced his meat from 

Tucker Tub meat supply and had not had any issues in the past. He believes that it 

was a busy time of the year for the business and the meat may have been supplied 

from another source. 

 

5. Ms. Naomi Selvadurai gave evidence to the Board to explain the impact of the 

notation on the New South Wales Australian Racing Forensic Laboratory 

acknowledgement of receipt the that seals on the reserve sample were intact but 

there was a "major leak of urine". According to Ms. Selvadurai this occasionally occurs 

and is thought to result from increased pressure during transit. Ultimately, the Board 

was satisfied that there was minimal risk of contamination and it could rely on the 

analysis for the purpose of confirming the RASL certificate.   

 

6. In setting a penalty we take into account general deterrence, Mr. Robinson’s clean 

record, his co-operation with Stewards and the importance of keeping a level playing 

field for participants and a drug free industry. We also take into account recent 

penalties in like matters. 

 

7. In all the circumstances we consider that a fine of $1,500 should be imposed with 

$500 of that fine being suspended pending no further breach of GAR 83 in the next 12 

months. In addition, Bring The Spring is disqualified from race 5 at Healesville on 18 

January 2019.  
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