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Date of Hearing: Tuesday, 16 July 2019 
Venue of Hearing: Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation 
   49 Elizabeth Street, Richmond, Victoria 

Panel:  Ms. Gail Owen (Chairman), Mr. Phillip Davies and Dr. Andrew 
Gould       

Name of Person Charged: Mr. Mark Delbridge  

Town:  Balliang 
Track:  Sandown   
Date:  11 March 2019 

GAR No:  83 (2) 
 
Offence Charged:  Mr. Mark Delbridge failed to present the greyhound ‘Connor Allen’ 

free of any prohibited substance for an event at the Sandown 
meeting held on 11 March 2019. 

       

REPORT: 
 
Following advice from Racing Analytical Services Laboratory, the Stewards of Greyhound 

Racing Victoria conducted an investigation into the results of the pre-race urine sample taken 
from the greyhound ‘Connor Allen’ at the Sandown meeting held on 11 March 2019.  
 

During the investigation, Stewards received evidence from registered trainer Mr. Mark 
Delbridge, Ms. Naomi Selvadurai (Racing Analytical Services Laboratory), Ms. Greer Dimsey 
(GRV Steward) and Dr. Nicholas Evans (GRV Industry Veterinarian). 

 
After considering the evidence, Stewards charged Mr. Delbridge with a breach of Greyhounds 
Australasia Rule 83 (2) as detailed above, given that the sample taken from the greyhound 

indicated the presence of the prohibited substance Cimetidine.  

 
Under Rule 47.1 of the Greyhound Racing Victoria Local Rules a breach of GAR 83 (2) 

constitutes a Serious Offence. As a result on Tuesday, 16 July 2019 this matter was heard 
before the Racing Appeals and Disciplinary Board in the first instance under Greyhound Local 
Racing Rule 47.3 and Sections 83C(b) and 83M(1) of the Racing Act. 

 
Mr. Mark Delbridge represented himself at the hearing.    
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Mr. Andrew Cusumano GRV Senior Lawyer represented the Stewards Panel. 
 

Mr. Mark Delbridge pleaded guilty to the charge. 
 
DECISION: 

 
1. Mr. Mark Delbridge is a registered greyhound trainer and was, at all material times, 

the trainer of the greyhound “Connor Allen”. Connor Allen competed in race 6 at 

Sandown on 11 March 2019. A pre-race swab taken from the dog showed the 

presence of Cimetidine.  

 

2. Mr. Delbridge is a successful trainer, he has a large team of greyhounds and has been 

training since 1995. He has one prior offence under GAR 82 (2) for a category 1 

substance in 2002. Mr. Delbridge is at loss as to how the substance Cimetidine came 

into the greyhounds system. During a kennel inspection of Mr. Delbridge’s property no 

substances containing Cimetidine were found.  

 

3. According to Dr. Nicholas Evans (GRV Veterinarian) Cimetidine is capable of affecting 

the condition of a greyhound in a positive way. Cimetidine is a prescription only 

medicine and can only be prescribed to an animal by a registered veterinary surgeon 

that has an animal under his or her care. In veterinary medicine, Cimetidine has been 

used to treat and prevent gastric and duodenal ulcers, uremic gastritis, stress related 

or drug induced erosive gastritis, oesophagitis and gastric reflux.    

 

4. Stewards of Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) have charged Mr. Delbridge  under 

Greyhounds Australasian Rule (“GAR”) 83 (2) with presenting a greyhound for an 

event whilst not being free of a prohibited substance. Mr. Delbridge has pleaded 

guilty. We find the charge proven.  

 

5. Under the 2019 Penalty Guidelines issued by GRV, Cimetidine is a therapeutic 

substance for which, in the case of a breach of GAR 82 (2), a fine is recommended. In 

setting a penalty in this matter we take into account Mr. Delbridge’s record over many 

years and the need for general deterrence; specific deterrence is not considered to be 

an issue in this case. We further take into account the importance of keeping a level 

playing field by promoting a drug free industry.  

 

6. In all the circumstances we impose a penalty of $500 and disqualify Connor Allen from 

race 6 at Sandown on 11 March 2019.  

 

.................................................................End..........................................................

   


