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Racing Appeals & Disciplinary Board 

 

Date of Hearing: Monday, 24 June 2019 

Venue of Hearing: Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation 
   49 Elizabeth Street, Richmond, Victoria 
Panel:  Ms. Gail Owen (Deputy Chairman), Mr. David Gleeson and Dr. 

Andrew Gould   
Name of Person Charged: Mr. Colin Dalton  
Town:  Coldstream 

Track:  Healesville    
Date:  15 January 2019  
GAR No:  GAR 83 (1A) and GAR 83 (2) 

 
Offences Charged:  Charge 1 Mr. Colin Dalton administered or caused to be 

administered a prohibited substance to the greyhound ‘Brave 

Innings’ prior to the Healesville meeting held on 15 January 2019. 
 
   Charge 2 Mr. Colin Dalton failed to present the greyhound ‘Brave 

Innings’ free of any prohibited substance for an event at 
Healesville meeting held on 15 January 2019. 

  

    
REPORT: 
 

Following advice from Racing Analytical Services Laboratory, the Stewards of Greyhound 
Racing Victoria conducted an investigation into the results of a pre-race urine sample taken 
from the greyhound ‘Brave Innings’ at the Healesville meeting held on 15 January 2019. 

 
During the investigation, Stewards received evidence from registered trainer Mr. Colin 
Dalton, Mr. Paul Zahra (Racing Analytical Services Laboratory) and Dr. Steven Karamatic 

(GRV Chief Veterinarian). 
 
After considering the evidence, Stewards charged Mr. Dalton with breaches of Greyhounds 

Australasia Rules 83 (1A) and 83 (2) as detailed above, given that the pre-race urine sample 
taken from the greyhound indicated the presence of the prohibited substance cobalt.  
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Under Rule 47.1 of the Greyhound Racing Victoria Local Rules breaches of GAR 83 (1A) and 
GAR 83 (2) constitute Serious Offences. As a result on Monday, 24 June 2019 this matter 

was heard before the Racing Appeals and Disciplinary Board in the first instance under 
Greyhound Local Racing Rule 47.3 and Sections 83C(b) and 83M(1) of the Racing Act. 
 

Mr. Colin Dalton represented himself at the hearing.        
 
Mr. Marwan El-Asmar, GRV Managing Principal Lawyer, represented the Stewards Panel. 

 
Mr. Colin Dalton pleaded guilty to the charge.   
 

DECISION: 

1. Mr. Colin Dalton is a registered greyhound trainer and the trainer of the greyhound 

“Brave Innings”. Mr. Dalton has been a greyhound trainer for almost 20 years.  

 

2. Brave Innings competed in race 9 at Healesville on 15 January 2019. A pre-race 

sample of urine taken from the greyhound showed the presence of cobalt at a mass 

concentration of 111 nanograms per millilitre. Under GAR 83(10), cobalt at greater 

than 100ng/ml is a prohibited substance. 

3. Stewards of Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) have charged Mr. Dalton under 

Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 83 (1A) with administering a prohibited 

substance to a greyhound that has been presented for an event. He has also been 

charged under GAR 83 (2) for presenting a greyhound for an event while not being 

free of a prohibited substance.  

4. In a preliminary inquiry Mr. Dalton stated that he had administered 10 to 20ml of 

‘Winning Formula Iron Boost’ 2 days prior to racing. The dosage given to the 

greyhound was higher than the recommended dosage. However, accordingly to Dr. 

Karamatic's evidence, testing of the product showed that it actually contained a 

substantially higher amount of cobalt than was represented on the label. 

5. Mr. Dalton has pleaded guilty to the charges. We find the charges proven.  

6. In setting a penalty we take into account his guilty plea, the low level of cobalt 

detected in the sample, the mislabelling of the product, Mr. Dalton’s health issues, his 

contribution to the industry, character references and a medical certificate supplied to 

the Board and his co-operation with Stewards.   

7. We also take into account general deterrence and the importance of keeping the good 

name of the industry by having a drug free level playing field and penalties in like 

cases. We do not consider specific deterrence to be an issue in this case. 

8. In all the circumstances we impose a period of 12 months suspension but, due to the 

particular circumstances of this case (see paragraphs 4 and 6), we wholly suspend 
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that period pending no further breach of GAR 83 in the next 12 months. In addition, 

Brave Innings is disqualified from race 9 at Healesville on 15 January 2019.   

..................................................................End..........................................................
   

 


