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Date of Hearing: Wednesday, 5 June 2019 
Venue of Hearing: Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation 
   49 Elizabeth Street, Richmond, Victoria 

Panel:  Ms. Gail Owen (Chairman) and Dr. Andrew Gould       
Name of Person Charged: Mr. Keith Kelly  
Town:  Wallan 

Track:  Cranbourne    
Date:  14 January 2019 
GAR No:  83 (2) 

 
Offence Charged:  Mr. Keith Kelly failed to present the greyhound ‘Run Maggie Run’ 

free of any prohibited substance for an event at the Cranbourne 

meeting held on 14 January 2019. 
       
REPORT: 

 
Following advice from Racing Analytical Services Laboratory, the Stewards of Greyhound 
Racing Victoria conducted an investigation into the results of the pre-race urine sample taken 

from the greyhound ‘Run Maggie Run’ at the Cranbourne meeting held on 14 January 2019.  
 
During the investigation, Stewards received evidence from registered trainer Mr. Keith Kelly, 

Ms. Naomi Selvadurai (Racing Analytical Services Laboratory) and Dr. Steven Karamatic 
(GRV Chief Veterinarian). 
 

After considering the evidence, Stewards charged Mr. Kelly with a breach of Greyhounds 
Australasia Rule 83 (2) as detailed above, given that the sample taken from the greyhound 
indicated the presence of the prohibited substance Theobromine.  

 
Under Rule 47.1 of the Greyhound Racing Victoria Local Rules a breach of GAR 83 (2) 
constitutes a Serious Offence. As a result on Wednesday, 5 June 2019 this matter was heard 

before the Racing Appeals and Disciplinary Board in the first instance under Greyhound Local 
Racing Rule 47.3 and Sections 83C(b) and 83M(1) of the Racing Act. 
 

Mr. Keith Kelly represented himself at the hearing via telephone but hung up prior to its 
conclusion and could not be contacted.  
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Ms. Sharn Coombes, Barrister, instructed by Mr. Marwan El-Asmar, GRV Managing Principal 
Lawyer, represented the Stewards Panel. 

 
Mr. Keith Kelly pleaded guilty to the charge. 
 

DECISION: 
 

1. Mr. Keith Kelly is a registered greyhound trainer and the trainer of the greyhound 

“Run Maggie Run”. Run Maggie Run competed in race 11 at Cranbourne on 14 January 

2019. A pre-race urine sample taken from the greyhound showed the presence of 

Theobromine. Theobromine is a metabolite of caffeine.   

 

2. Stewards of Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) have charged Mr. Kelly under 

Greyhounds Australasian Rule (“GAR”) 83 (2) with presenting a greyhound for an 

event whilst not being free of a prohibited substance.  

 

3. Caffeine is a stimulant which produces wakefulness and is known to improve 

performance in greyhounds. 

 

4. Mr. Kelly has pleaded guilty to the offence. He has no explanation for the positive 

swab. It is not up to the Stewards to prove the reason for the positive swab. The 

offence is one of absolute liability. We find the charge proven. 

 

5. In setting a penalty we take into account Mr. Kelly ’s guilty plea, a prior offence under 

GAR 83(2) but otherwise good record over a long period, specific and general 

deterrence, the public interest in keeping a drug free industry and penalties in recent 

like matters. We impose a suspension of 3 months commencing immediately.  

 

6. In addition, Run Maggie Run is disqualified from race 11 at Cranbourne on 14 January 

2019.    
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