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Racing Appeals & Disciplinary Board 

 

Date of Hearing: Tuesday, 25 June 2019 

Venue of Hearing: Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation 
   49 Elizabeth Street, Richmond, Victoria 
Panel:  Ms. Gail Owen (Deputy Chairman), Mr. John Hutchison and Dr. 

Andrew Gould    
Name of Person Charged: Mr. Peter Kelly  
Town:  Longwarry North 

Track:  Warragul    
Date:  24 January 2019  
GAR No:  83 (2) 

 
Offence Charged:  Mr. Peter Kelly failed to present the greyhound ‘Liam Roxon’ free 

of any prohibited substance for an event at the Warragul meeting 

held on 24 January 2019. 
  
    

REPORT: 
 
Following advice from Racing Analytical Services Laboratory, the Stewards of Greyhound 

Racing Victoria conducted an investigation into the results of a pre-race urine sample taken 
from the greyhound ‘Liam Roxon’ at the Warragul meeting held on 24 January 2019. 
 

During the investigation, Stewards received evidence from registered trainer Mr. Peter Kelly, 
Mr. Paul Zahra (Racing Analytical Services Laboratory) and Dr. Nicholas Evans (GRV 
Veterinarian). 

 
After considering the evidence, Stewards charged Mr. Kelly with a breach of Greyhounds 
Australasia Rules 83 (2) as detailed above, given that the pre-race urine sample taken from 

the greyhound indicated the presence of the prohibited substance metformin.  

 
Under Rule 47.1 of the Greyhound Racing Victoria Local Rules a breach of GAR83 (2) 

constitutes a Serious Offence. As a result on Tuesday, 25 June 2019 this matter was heard 
before the Racing Appeals and Disciplinary Board in the first instance under Greyhound Local 
Racing Rule 47.3 and Sections 83C(b) and 83M(1) of the Racing Act. 
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Mr. Peter Kelly represented himself at the hearing.        
 

Mr. Matthew Fisher Barrister instructed by Mr. Marwan El-Asmar GRV Managing Principal 
Lawyer represented the Stewards Panel. 
 

Mr. Peter Kelly pleaded guilty to the charge.   
 
DECISION: 

1. Mr. Peter Kelly is a registered greyhound trainer and the trainer of the greyhound 

“Liam Roxon”. Liam Roxon competed in race 9 at Warragul on 24 January 2019. A 

pre-race sample of urine taken from the greyhound showed the presence of 

Metformin. This is his second positive swab for Metformin.  

 

2. Stewards of Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) have charged Mr. Kelly under 

Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) GAR 83 (2) with presenting a greyhound for an 

event while not being free of a prohibited substance. Mr. Kelly has pleaded guilty to 

the charge. He told a preliminary inquiry into the positive swab that he took 

medication for diabetes that contained Metformin. 

3. Mr. Kelly has been a greyhound trainer for 42 years.  During that period he has had 2 

previous positive swabs, one to cobalt in which he was before this Board on that 

charge on 8 October 2018 and the second was the metformin charge, on 10 January 

2019, referred to above.  

4. We find Mr. Kelly guilty. We note the evidence of Dr. Evans that Metformin is a 

category 1 prohibited substance for the purposes of GRV’s penalty guidelines.  We are 

guided, but not bound, by those guidelines. 

5. In setting the penalty we take into account general and specific deterrence and the 

importance of keeping a drug free industry. We also take into account the character 

references presented to the Board, Mr. Kelly’s long history in the industry and the 

prior breaches of the Rules referred to in paragraph 3. We also note, but do not take 

into account, the fact that a suspended suspension for the cobalt matter will now take 

effect. 

6. In all the circumstances we impose a fine of $750 and disqualify Liam Roxon from 

race 9 at Warragul on 24 January 2019. 
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