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Racing Appeals & Disciplinary Board 

 

Date of Hearing: Friday, 3 August 2018 

Venue of Hearing: Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation 
   49 Elizabeth Street, Richmond, Victoria 
Panel:  Mr. Shane Marshall (Chairman), Ms. Gail Owen (Deputy Chairman) 

and Mr. Peter Lee 
Name of Person Charged: Mr. Ricky Coleman 
Town:  Lara 

Track:  Traralgon 
Date:  29 January 2018  
GAR No:  83 (2) 

 
Offence Charged:  Mr. Ricky Coleman failed to present the greyhound ‘Seventh 

Cavalry’ free of any prohibited substance for an event at the 

Traralgon meeting held on 29 January 2018. 
 
      

REPORT: 
 
Following advice from Racing Analytical Services Laboratory, the Stewards of Greyhound 

Racing Victoria conducted an investigation into the results of the pre-race urine sample taken 
from the greyhound ‘Seventh Cavalry’ at the Traralgon meeting held on 29 January 2018. 
 

During the investigation, Stewards received evidence from registered trainer Mr. Ricky 
Coleman, Mr. David Batty (Racing Analytical Services Laboratory) and Dr. Steven Karamatic 
(GRV Chief Veterinarian). 

 
After considering the evidence, Stewards charged Mr. Coleman with a breach of Greyhounds 
Australasia Rule 83 (2) as detailed above, given that the pre-race urine sample taken from 

the greyhound indicated the presence of the prohibited substance codeine. 

 
Under Rule 47.1 of the Greyhound Racing Victoria Local Rules a breach of GAR83 (2) 

constitutes a Serious Offence. As a result on Friday, 3 August 2018 this matter was heard 
before the Racing Appeals and Disciplinary Board in the first instance under Greyhound Local 
Racing Rule 47.3 and Sections 83C(b) and 83M(1) of the Racing Act. 
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Mr. Ricky Coleman was represented by Mr. Vince Murphy at the hearing.    
 

Mr. Andrew Cusumano GRV Senior Lawyer represented the Stewards Panel. 
 
Mr. Ricky Coleman pleaded guilty to the charge. 

 
DECISION: 
 

1. Mr. Ricky Coleman is a registered greyhound trainer. At all material times he trained the 

greyhound "Seventh Cavalry". Seventh Cavalry ran in race 3 at Traralgon on 29 January 

2018.  A pre-race urine sample taken from the greyhound showed the presence of 

codeine.   

2. Stewards of Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) have charged Mr. Coleman with 

presenting a greyhound for an event while not being free of a prohibited substance under 

Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”) 83 (2). 

3. According to GRV’s Chief Veterinarian, Dr. Karamatic, codeine is an opiate agonist and is 

used as an oral analgesic for mild pain relief. It is difficult to place codeine, within any of 

the categories referred to in GRV’s penalty guideline document.   

4. Mr. Coleman shares kennel facilities with his mother, Mrs. Debbie Coleman and Mr. 

Camilleri. All three trainers share responsibility for all the greyhounds under their 

combined care. The most likely explanation for the positive swab appears to be 

contamination from Mrs. Coleman. Mrs. Coleman was discharged from hospital after a 

gall bladder operation on 29 January 2018, the morning of race day. She said she was 

taking Pandeine Forte, the medication was actually Comfarol Forte which has the same 

ingredients. She put a magnesium tablet down the throat of Seventh Cavalry without 

using gloves. She does not remember if she washed her hands before doing so. 

5. In any event, the offence is one of absolute liability. It is not up to the Stewards to prove 

how the positive swab occurred. 

6. Mr. Coleman has pleaded guilty to the offence. We find the charge proven. This is not a 

case where specific deterrence looms large. We take into account his guilty plea, good 

character and numerous references, remorse and co-operation with the Stewards, in 

setting a penalty. We also take into account general deterrence and the importance of 

maintaining a level playing field by having a drug free industry. We further note that Mr. 

Coleman has no prior transgressions in his short time as a trainer. We also note that 

unlike most cases involving codeine coming before the Board, morphine was not 

detected. We further note that the acceptance of the Stewards that the level of codeine 

detected was low. 
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7. In all the circumstances we consider that the appropriate penalty is 3 months suspension 

with all of that period suspended pending no further breach of GAR 83 in the next 12 

months.  

8. In addition, Seventh Cavalry is disqualified from race 3 at Traralgon on 29 January 2018. 

 

..................................................................End.......................................................... 
 


