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Date of Hearing: Thursday, 18 July 2019 

Venue of Hearing: Law Institute of Victoria, Level 13, 140 William Street, Melbourne  
Panel:  Ms. Gail Owen (Deputy Chairman), Mr. Peter Lee and Mr. David 

Gleeson  

Appellant:  Mr. Harrison Goss 
Town:  Heathcote 
Track:  Bendigo 

Date:  3 July 2019 
GAR No:  86 (q)  
Matter:  Mr. Goss engaged in conduct which was detrimental to the 

interest, welfare, image or promotion of greyhound racing.  
 
REPORT: 

 
The RADB received an Appeal lodged by Mr. Harrison Goss against a decision handed down 
by the Greyhound Racing Victoria Stewards on 10 July 2019. 

 
The Stewards determined that Mr. Goss had breached Greyhounds Australasia Rule ("GAR") 
86 (q) and imposed a 6 month suspension and a $1,000 fine with 3 months and $500 

suspended for 12 months, both subject to no further breaches of GAR 86 for a 12 month 
period.    
 

Mr. Harrison Goss was represented by Mr. Ray Henness at the hearing.   
 
Ms. Amanda Upton, Barrister, instructed by Mr. Andrew Cusumano, GRV Senior Lawyer, 

represented the Stewards Panel. 
 
DECISION: 

 
1. Mr. Harrison Goss is a registered trainer with Greyhound Racing Victoria ("GRV"). He 

did not appear at the hearing but was represented by his employer, Mr Henness. 

 

2. Stewards of GRV enquired into an incident between two registered trainers that took 

place near the empty out pens at the Bendigo Greyhound Racing Track on 21 June 

2019.  The incident started as a verbal altercation but escalated to a violent assault. 

 

3. Stewards received evidence from a number of people including Mr. Harrison Goss, Mr. 

Troy Scott and witnesses to the incident. Video footage of the incident was also 
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viewed. Stewards found Mr. Harrison had breached GAR 86 (q) and imposed the 

penalty outlined above. 

 

4. Mr. Goss has appealed the decision of the Stewards. 

  

5. The Board viewed the video footage of the incident and heard submissions from Mr. 

Henness and the Stewards.  

 

6. The video showed that Mr. Scott instigated the physical contact.  As the two men 

approached one another Mr. Scott is seen to push Mr. Goss in the chest.  Mr. Goss 

then responded by punching Mr. Goss several times.  Mr. Henness said that Mr. Goss 

and Mr. Scott had had words at a Ballarat meeting the evening before and that Mr. 

Goss reacted in the way he had because he was afraid that Mr. Scott had threatened 

him.  The threat was in the form of a text message to Mr. Henness (who was overseas 

at the time and there was no evidence that the text or its content had been shared 

with Mr. Goss). It is the Board's view that Mr. Goss' actions were a gross overreaction 

to the push from Mr. Scott. 

 

7. There can be no doubt that violence such as this brings greyhound racing into 

disrepute and cannot be tolerated. Mr. Henness agreed with this at the hearing but 

maintained that Mr Goss had retaliated appropriately given the circumstances. 

 

8. Mr. Henness tabled a statement from Mr. Goss and several references. In his 

statement Mr. Goss expressed remorse for his actions and, while the Board accepts 

that he regrets his actions due to his non-appearance it is difficult to gauge the level 

of that remorse. 

 

9. The Board agrees with the Stewards that general deterrence demands conduct of this 

kind is deserving of a suspension and not merely a fine.  However, having regard to 

the nature of the incident and Mr. Goss's part in it the Board considers the suspension 

imposed by the Stewards to be excessive and varies it from 6 months suspension with 

3 months suspended to 6 months suspension with 5 months suspended. In all other 

respects the penalty imposed by the Stewards will remain in place.  

 

10.  In setting the penalty the Board took into account the need for general and specific 

deterrence, Mr. Goss' statement and references and previous penalties in similar 

matters.  As Mr. Goss has only been registered as a trainer for a matter of months his 

clean record carried little weight. 

 

..................................................................End.......................................................... 

 
  


